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Certainly not when I first met Bob Ader, in 1993, in Rochester. Nor when I submitted my first paper to Brain, Behavior and Immunity (BBI), in 1994 (and was rejected). Nor when I attended my first Psychoneuroimmunology Research Society (PNIRS) conference in Santa Monica, in 1996. Fast-forward a lifetime, and here I am, starting as the third Editor-in-Chief of BBI. Am I scared? You bet I am.
As I have discussed before (Pariante, 2010) , being an editor of a scientific journal implies many diverse undertakings: guaranteeing the quality and novelty of papers, anticipating scientific trends, settling ethical disputes between authors, understanding publishers' priorities, and interfacing with the lay press. All of these are particularly important in an area of research that is literally booming.
Psychoneuroimmunology is so hot now that it is difficult to recall how different the field was around the foundation of BBI, in 1987. Back then, the communication between brain, behavior, and immunity was the passion of a relatively small group of scientists interested in multidisciplinary research -ahead of times and against a trend of increasing specialization -as Keith Kelley passionately recalls in his recent viewpoint paper (Kelley, 2017) .
So, what does the future look like? Kelley (2017) describes the landscape awaiting his successor: an increasing number of papers submitted to BBI; an increasing presence of the Asian scientific community; an increasing multidisciplinarity; an increasing relevance for the treatment of mental disorders.
How will I prepare the journal for this future?
Seeking the best papers
Do you have an excellent set of data linking immunity with brain and/or behavior? An important observation? A hitherto unknown mechanism? Do you have a killer idea for an authorita-
